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About this Booklet

 
EDITORS NOTE
In addition to our own Rabbis and
Staff we are grateful to Ohr
Sameach International, Torah.org,
Chinuch.com, TorahTots.com,
Lower Merion Synagogue Youth,
and busyinbrooklyn.com for use
of articles and materials. 
A tremendous amount of effort
went into producing this booklet
and we are very grateful to all of
the help and assistance from the
office staff, editors, and other
contributors. 
May we soon merit to once again
gather to Daven and learn
together.
Wishing you all a wonderful Yom
Tov,
Rabbi Binyamin Silver
 

This booklet was designed with the intent to serve as
your companion throughout Yom Tov. Place it next to
your table and enjoy at each Yom Tov meal. There is
something for the entire family. Enjoy! 
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I cannot believe that my term as president is coming to an end. It has been a great honor to
work with all of you these past three years. Our shul is filled with so many wonderful people
who dedicate themselves to the Tzibur, day in and day out. I have been so blessed to see the
immense Chesed in this Kehilla — both on an individual and on a community level.
 
I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the Rebbeim of our wonderful community.
 
Rabbi Rosenbaum, you are at the heart of our special Kehilla; your dedication and hard work
are unparalleled. Your wisdom, warmth and natural intuition are only a few of the attributes
that make you an exemplary leader. I cannot thank you enough for your guidance throughout
my term. It’s been an immense privilege to work closely with you. I will certainly miss our
many phone calls!
 
Rabbi Silver, guiding a congregation during these trying times is extremely challenging; you
have risen to the occasion so many times. Your creative and innovative ideas have helped
propel us forward despite the many obstacles in our path. Your most recent project — this
Shavuos booklet — was an idea you mentioned to me weeks ago. You then set out to ensure
that the project succeeded, right down to the printing and distribution. It has truly been a
pleasure working with you; I hope our weekly Motzei Shabbos visits in the shul kitchen will
continue! 
 
 To all of the selfless board members with whom I’ve had the pleasure to work, I am so very
thankful for your efforts. Because of your unwavering commitment to YISE, we have succeeded
in effecting many positive changes together. Our teamwork and your assistance has meant so
much to me.
 
To all our shul members: During these unprecedented times, so many of you have gone above
and beyond. Thank you all so much! Although my term is drawing to an end, I will always feel
a close connection to this shul. Just as my father, Nat Franco z"l, always said, “This place is
my home." I am so proud to be a part of this diverse, yet thoroughly unified community.May
we all enjoy a wonderful and meaningful Shavuos and, with Hashem’s mercy, be able to
celebrate and daven together in the very near future.

 

President's Message

Sammy Franco

21 Dear Fellow Members,
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“Ke’ish eched belev echad, as one person, of one heart.”  This famous quote from the Midrash,
describing the state of the Jewish People as they prepared to receive the Torah at Sinai, is one
of the most commonly quoted teachings related to the giving of the Torah, and the holiday of
Shavuos.  How strange to celebrate the holiday in isolation from each other.  How can we
relate this beautiful Shavuos concept to our current circumstances?
 
Truth be told, I think we can relate very well to the concept.  What is meant by saying that the
Jewish people were as one at that unique moment at Sinai?  Surely not that they had camped as
a group.  They had been traveling as a group for weeks, and would continue to do so for years. 
 Why would the Midrash view this moment as being unique?  Obviously, the key aspect of their
unique state was not their physical unity, but rather their unity of spirit, as is emphasized by
the second phrase, belev echad, of one heart.  For all of their traveling and camping as a group,
their true unity came at the moment at Sinai when they were of a united outlook and sense of
purpose.  We might be physically separated, but the more each of us, in his or her own
way, reflects on the beauty of Hashem’s Torah and how very fortunate we are to be its
recipients, we are that much closer to being one person, of one heart, as the Jews were so
many years ago at Sinai.
 
This special booklet emphasizes the concept of our unity in such a lovely way.  As we
celebrate the holiday of Shavuos separately let us take great strength and joy in the fact
that we have the opportunity to read and reflect on Divrei Torah, Shiurim, and so many
other aspects of Shavuos along with our beloved friends from the YISE community.  I am
grateful to all those who have taken part in creating this booklet, but I am especially grateful to
Rabbi Silver, who initiated this project and has put forth great effort to bring it to fruition.  As a
community we owe him much thanks.
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Sammy Franco for his distinguished service
as President of our shul, which ends this month.  In his constant efforts on behalf of the shul,
while treating each of us with so much warmth and dignity, Sammy has truly exemplified the
model of being of one heart with each individual in our community, and nation.  I have deeply
enjoyed working with him, and look forward to many future opportunities to do so.
 
I hope we have the opportunity to see each other in person soon, but until that point, let us
keep on thinking of each other and reflecting on how very fortunate we are to be Hashem’s
Chosen People and the recipients of His greatest gift, the Torah.  Chag Sameach.

 

Message From Rabbi Rosenbaum

Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum

21 Dear Friends,
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Platinum

Anonymous

Bari & Hillel Goldschein 

Gold

Simi & Sammy Franco  in honor of Rabbi Rosenbaum and Rabbi Silver

Debbie & Marc Katz

Aviva & Meir Kramer

Karen & Dr. Howie Schulman in memory of David Kramer z”l

 on his 18th yahrtzeit-the 1st day of Shavuos

Marilyn & Judah Lifschitz

Judy & Stuart Rosenthal

Nomi & Jeremy Schnittman

Silver

Iris & Adam Bashein

Ruthie & Bill Konick

Carol & Tuvia Lazar

Bobbi & Jules Meisler

Eva & Nissy Moskowitz in memory of family members that arrived at Auschwitz 

on Erev Shavuos 1944 and perished

Renee & Josh Seidemann in memory of Ruth Seidemann nee Saffra z”l

Rita and Kheder Shukur 

Ahuva Silver in honor of her true inspiration 

and role models, Rabbi Binyamin & Rebbetzin Estee Silver

Rachelli & Craig Simon and Family

Ariella Gordon

Bronze 

Jorden Brinn

Melanie & Shlomo Fishman

Liba & Eric Golman

Debby & Rabbi Barry Greengart in honor of  Rabbi Rosenbaum and Rabbi Silver

Shari & Rabbi Scott Hillman

Vivian &  Arnie Kirshenbaum to commemorate the 10th yahrtzeit of Vivian’s father,

Rabbi Abraham Morgenstern, Harav Avraham Binyomin ben Menachem  Mendel  z”l

Hannah & Robert Klein in memory of Hannah’s parents:

Rus bas Aharon HaCohen and Shlomo ben Zvi Koplowitz z”l

Judy & Louis Morris in memory of Judy’s brother,

Rabbi Raphael Ostrovsky, Rephael ben Akiva z”l

Debi & Max Rudmann

Barbara Price

Phyllis & George Teitelbaum

Sahra & Yale Ginsburg

Our Generous Sponsors
21We could not have done this without you. Thank you!!
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Shavuos Night Learning

Chana & Dr. Paul Berner

Helen & Ira Brandriss in memory of Edith Brown, Yehudis Chana bas Avraham z”l

Esther Dziadek and Moishe Linzer in memory of their mother,  a"h, רבקה בת יששכר דוב , whose

Yahrtzeit is the second day of Shavuos.

Debra & Arthur Sapper in memory of Debra’s father, 

Morris Kolodny, Moshe HaLevi ben Elizar HaLevi z”l

Mindy & Shmuel Tolchinsky L'ilui Nishmas Menachem ben Chaim, a"h

First Night Seudah

Mordechai & Ruthie Cohen

Linda & Mike Kaiser

Second Day Lunch

Milton Cahn

Second Night Seudah

Jennifer & Yitzchak Cohen in  honor of the birth of their first grandchild,

Nava Rivka to Rachel & Natan Tor

Our Generous Sponsors

To President Sammy Franco:
 
Thank you for your dedicated leadership of the YISE Board of Directors
for these past three years. Always optimistic and happy to go the extra
mile, you have made countless improvements to our shul. The board
and the congregation have been blessed to have you at our helm, and
we remain blessed to have you as a fellow congregant, neighbor, and
friend. Plus, you make the best cholent.
 
As you have led with strength, may you go from strength to strength.
 
With gratitude,
YISE Board of Directors 2019-2020

YISE Board Sponsorship Platinum
sponsorshp

 

21
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HALACHOS &
CUSTOMS
T H U R S D A Y  N I G H T ,  M A Y  2 8 , 2 0 2 0
Though one should light candles by 8:07 pm, one should not
daven Maariv or make Kiddush until 9:13 pm.  This is because
when the Torah instructs us to count weeks between Pesach
and Shavuos we are instructed to count temimos, complete
days.  We are not to begin the Yom Tov of Shavuos with
positive actions until the seven weeks have come to
completion.

F R I D A Y  M O R N I N G ,  M A Y  2 9 ,  2 0 2 0
According to many opinions, a practice that is even more
meaningful than staying up all Shavuos night to study Torah is
to Daven Kevasikin the first morning of Shavuos.  The ideal time
to daven shacharis any morning is to time the Davening so that
one begins Shmone Esrai at Netz Hachamah, sunrise, which this
morning is 5:45 am.  The logic, in light of the reasoning
discussed in the previous point, would be to demonstrate our
anticipation of serving Hashem as early as possible in the
morning.  Particularly when one is not Davening with a
Minyan, it would not be appropriate to begin Shmone Esrai any
earlier than 5:45.  Of course, if it is difficult for a person to
Daven that early a person may Daven Shacharis any time after
5:45,as late as 10:39 on this day.
 
When Davening alone one is not obligated to read the
Pesukim that constitute Krias Hatorah,  though there is no
restriction from doing so.  
Akdamus need not be recited when Davening  alone..

F R I D A Y  A F T E R N O O N ,  M A Y  2 9 ,  2 0 2 0
As long as one has prepared an Eruv Tavshilin before
Yom Tov one may prepare for Shabbos in the manners
described in the box to the right.
 
 If one forgot to do so, it is reasonable to assume that a
communal rabbi or some other individual had others in
mind when designating his own Eruv Tavshilin, and may
proceed as if he or she had one.  Such communal
designations of Eruvei Tavshilin are not effective for a
person who intentionally neglected to designate one.
 
 When lighting candles this afternoon/evening for
Shabbos/Yom Tov one who has a relative for whom to
say Yizkor should light a Yizkor candle as well at this
time . Note that the Yizkor candle should be lit prior to
the Shabbos / YomTov candles. 
 
 Being that the second day of Yom Tov is Shabbos one
may bring it in early, just as one may do on a regular
Shabbos.  Candles should not be lit, nor Shabbos
accepted, earlier than 6:54 pm, and should be lit by 8:08
pm.  One need not Daven Maariv or make Kiddush any
later than one would do on a normal Friday night.

S H A B B O S  M O R N I N G ,  M A Y  2 0 , 2 0 2 0

There is a Minhag to partake of dairy over the course of
Shavuos.  Though different reasons are cited, the most
popular explanation is that the laws of meat and dairy,
and particularly of appropriate slaughter and
preparation of meat, were complicated to implement
right away upon acceptance of the Torah and its laws. 
Therefore, at the outset the Jews ate only dairy.  There
is a wide range of observances of the minhag, with some
having dairy every meal of Shavuos and others only
partaking of dairy for Kiddush one day on Shavuos, and
many variations in between.  Whatever one’s practice, it
is certainly important that each Yom Tov and Shabbos
meal be of a high quality, to appropriately bring out the
festive spirit of the day.

 
*REMEMBER ERUV TAVSHILIN*
Consists of one baked item, such as a Matzoh or roll, and one cooked item,
such as a hard boiled egg or piece of fish.
*Must be set aside with the standard Bracha and recitation to be found in
the Siddur some time on Thursday before the beginning of Yom Tov.
*While Eruv Tavshilin is intact, all acts of preparation for Shabbos meals,
including cooking, baking, washing dishes, setting the table, and lighting
candles may be done.
*Though it is correct to partake of the Eruv Tavshilin at one of the Shabbos
meals (traditionally Seudah Shlishis, while using the Matzoh for Lechem
Mishna Friday night and Shabbos lunch) it is  not an obligation to do so.
 

There is a popular Minhag to stay up all night learning
Torah on Shavuos.  The reason for this
Minhag is that we are taught the Jews overslept the
morning of the giving of the Torah.  To show our
excitement for the Torah we stay up all night in
anticipation of Shavuos morning, which
represents the moment of Hashem giving the Jewish
people the Torah.  In current isolation it will be difficult
for many of us to stay up all night, but would certainly be
praiseworthy to stay up later than normal after the night
meal studying Torah, and to make various times
for Torah study, even more than normal, throughout the
Yom Tov.

It is our custom to read Megillas Rus in shul.  One is not obligated
to do so when davening individually, though one may certainly do
so if one desires.
 
 Yizkor may be recited, even when davening by one’s self.  One of
the traditional ways to bring merit to the souls for which one
davens is to pledge Tzedakah.  One may make a donation before
Yom Tov or commit, Bli Neder, to do so before Yom Tov or as one
prepares to say Yizkor.
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Shavuos Times
5780/2020

 Thursday,May 28
Light candles: 8:07pm

Mincha: 8:10pm
Maariv: 9:13pm
Friday, May 29

 Earliest Talis: 4:43 am 
Netz Hachama 5:46 am 

Latest Krias Shema: 9:25am
Earliest Mincha: 1:43pm

Plag: 6:54pm 
Light candles: 8:08pm

Mincha (unless davened prior to Plag): 8:10pm
Shabbos, May 30

Regular Shabbos morning schedule
Mincha: 8:05pm

Shabbos/Shavuos End: 9:15pm

Remember t
o make

an Er
uv

Tavs
hilin!

!
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What is
Shavuos
without
Cheesecake??

R E C I P E S
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INGREDIENTS

2 zucchini, cut into sticks 

1/4 cup flour (I used garbanzo flour)

1/2 cup pesto

2-4 tbsp olive oil

2/3 cup chopped nuts

1/3 cup grated parmesan

marinara sauce, for serving

DIRECTIONS

 

ZUCCHINI FRIES
(GLUTEN FREE)

TIMING:

 

PREP TIME: 15 MIN

 

COOK TIME: 20 MIN

 

TOTAL TIME: 35 MIN

Preheat oven to 425 degrees. 

Mix the pesto with olive oil to thin it
out. Add additional olive oil, if
needed, depending on the thickness
of the pesto.

Set up a dredging station with bowls
of flour, pesto and ground nuts
mixed with parmesan.

Dip the zucchini in flour, shake off
excess and dip into pesto. Press the
zucchini sticks into ground
nuts/parmesan. Place on a greased
cookie sheet and spray with oil (I use
a Misto olive oil sprayer but you can
use cooking spray). Bake for 15-20
minutes until browned and crispy.

Don’t like pesto? Dip the zucchini in
eggs seasoned with salt and pepper
insead.

VARIATION: To make these nondairy,
replace the parmesan with
additional chopped nuts.

 

 

 

 

 

recipe from 
busyinbrooklyn.com YISE SHAVUOS COMPANION | 10  
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First Night
of Yom Tov!

T H U R S D A Y  N I G H T
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"I rejoiced when they said to me -
let us go to the House of Hashem."

We sang these words of King David, the
Sweet Singer of Israel, as we walked to the
Kotel in the wee hours of the morning many
years ago. It was Shavuot Night, and
countless thousands of Jews had been up all
night studying Torah to make up for the
shortcoming of their ancestors over 3,000
years earlier in sleeping the night before
they received the Torah at Sinai.
Now those Jews were pouring out of all the
streets onto the main thoroughfare leading
to the Old City, forming a human sea
brimming with song and ecstasy. For most
of them this would be their first encounter
with the Kotel. Many of them had not even
been born when that last remnant of the
site where once stood the House of Hashem
fell into Jordanian captivity in the War of
Independence in 1948. Others, like myself,
had arrived in Israel only a few years before
it was liberated by Israeli soldiers.
The Kotel had been in Israeli control for a
week already, but the military authorities
wanted to ascertain that there were not
mines or snipers lurking on the way to the
Old City before giving the public access to
the Kotel. Some intrepid individuals had
somehow infiltrated and brought back
dramatic accounts of their inspirational
experience. But the general public waited
for the green light of the army, and it finally
came on Shavuot.It was an updated version
of the historic link between Torah and
Jerusalem expressed in the passage said
and sung by Jews for generations when the
Torah is taken out of its ark: "For from Zion
shall come forth Torah and the Word of
Hashem from Jerusalem."
 

 Zion was the site of the Beit Hamikdash
with its celestial corps of kohanim
steeped in Torah and the sacred service
of the sanctuary; Jerusalem was the seat
of the Sanhedrin, the supreme authority
on interpreting the Word of Hashem.
Small wonder, then, that when Yehoshua
ben Gamla initiated the first system of
public education for Jewish children who
had no parents to teach them Torah, he
chose Jerusalem as his national center.
Where else would a youngster have such
shining models as kohanim and judges
of the highest court?
This extraordinary atmosphere of
Jerusalem, suggests Rabbi Aharon Halevi,
author of the classical "Sefer Hachinuch,"
serves as part of the explanation for all
of the commandments requiring a Jew's
physical presence in Jerusalem. In four
years of the seven-year cycle of tithes, a
Jew was required to bring almost ten
percent of his crops - or their monetary
value - and consume them as a "second
tithe" in Jerusalem. 
The same was true of all the fruit which
grew on his trees in the fourth year of its
life. Add to this the ten percent of the
cattle born each year which he had to
bring for slaughtering in the Beit
Hamikdash before he could eat their
flesh, and you get a picture of the vast
amount of food that a Jew could enjoy
only in Jerusalem. Too much, points out
the author, for any family to consume
during their stay in Jerusalem three times
a year on "aliya laregel" or on an
occasional visit to Jerusalem to offer a
sacrifice.

R A B B I  M E N D E L  W E I N B A C H

Rabbi Weinbach was co-founder and dean of Ohr
Somayach Institutions, a Jerusalem-based yeshiva for
newly-observant Jewish men, he was considered one of the
fathers of the modern-day baal teshuva movement. 

DID YOU KNOW?

Too much, points out the author, for any
family to consume during their stay in
Jerusalem three times a year on "aliya
laregel" or on an occasional visit to
Jerusalem to offer a sacrifice. It was
therefore advisable, from a purely
economic point of view, to have one
member of the family permanently
stationed in Jerusalem where he would
have the opportunity to study Torah with
most of his needs covered by the
aforementioned foods whose
consumption was limited to that city.
With such an opportunity to grow in the
Torah atmosphere of Jerusalem this
member of the family would eventually
return home to serve as a sort of "family
resident scholar" capable of providing
hands-on spiritual guidance for his
relatives in a manner in which no
communal rabbi was capable.The Midrash
tells us that when Hashem came to
designate a name for His favorite city, He
was, as it were, faced with a dilemma.
Malkitzedek, otherwise knows as Shem
son of Noach, first referred to the ancient
city as "Shalem." Years earlier, Avraham,
following his offer of his son Yitzchak as a
sacrifice on what was to eventually
become the Temple Mount, called it
"Yireh." To call it only "Shalem" would be
an affront to the righteous Avraham; to
call it only "Yireh" would be an insult to the
righteous Malkitzedek. The Divine solution
was to combine the two and call the city
"Yireh-shalem" which English translation
has formed into Jerusalem.
What's in a name? Plenty! "Yireh" refers to
the Divine choice of Jerusalem as His
abode - "He will see and will choose this
site." "Shalem" alludes to human striving
for "Shalom" - peace and "Shalem" -
perfection. By placing "Yireh" before
"Shalem" - contrary to their chronological
sequence - the name given to the Holy City
communicated the timeless message that
all of human striving for the noble goals of
peace and perfection are exercises in
futility if man fails to recognize the need
for following the Divine directives for
making these dreams come true.
Oh how we rejoiced that Shavuot night,
singing in the streets of New Jerusalem as
we headed for a deja vu with the House of
Hashem in the eternal city of Torah and
the Word of Hashem!
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Riddles
Y O M T O V
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All Night
Long!

S H A V U O S  N I G H T  S H I U R I M
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Laining with Social Distancing?
Shiur by Rabbi Dovid Rosenbaum
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Laining with Social Distancing?

YISE SHAVUOS COMPANION | 21  



Eruv Tavshilin Background
Shiur by Rabbi Binyamin Silver
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Eruv Tavshilin Background
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Are you
serving meat
or dairy?

F R I D A Y  L U N C H
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Most of us are not farmers. In fact, I am fairly
confident that beyond a small garden and a few
flowers, our membership does not include any
wheat growers or mass producers of corn.  In our
modern, urban economy (outside of Israel)
farming tends to not be our cultural calling. To
paraphrase a wise man, a Jew may buy a firm and
flip it, but a Jew does not work on a farm. 
Thus, it is always with a sense of unfamiliarity that
we read the pesukim that describe the regalim in
terms of the agricultural cycle. In Shmos (34:18)
the Torah tells us that Pesach is to be celebrated
at the time when produce begins to sprout forth,
Chodesh Ha’Aviv. With respect to Shavuos, the
pasuk (Shmos 34:22) indicates that it is observed
during the harvest season. Finally, concerning
Sukkos, Shmos 34:22 notes that it is celebrated at
the time of the in-gathering of the harvest from
the field. 
Clearly, the Jewish calendar is designed for an
agricultural society. Harvest, bikurim, omer, what
does this have to do with us?? We just go to
Trader Joes, they always seem to be stocked! The
yomim tovim would be more relevant to our
annual existence if they were structured around
tax season!  Unquestionably, there is a deeper
message here.
The Maharal provides a fascinating insight. He
writes, that the relationship between the yomim
tovim and the agricultural cycle is inherent, but
in the exact opposite manner of what we would
expect. 
The Maharal explains that the agricultural cycle is
reflective of a deeper reality. That is, that
existence of living things is divided into three
stages: the beginning / creation, achievement of
maturity, and utilization (or thriving in the
mature state.) These three stages are reflected in
the annual agricultural cycle. Fruits and
vegetables sprout (Aviv), they reach maturity
(harvest) and finally, they are brought in from the
fields to be processed and used. 

Accordingly, explains the Maharal, the
connection of the yomim tovim to the annual
harvest cycle is designed to mirror our annual
existence as G-d’s chosen people. The same
three stages are present in our national
annual cycle. On Pesach, we are “born” as a
nation, on Shavuos we achieve maturity by
entering into an everlasting covenantal
relationship with G-d, and on Sukkos we
celebrate our status by dwelling “together”
with Hashem in the Sukkah. 
Thus the connection between the regalim and
the agricultural cycle, is meant to be
instructive with respect to our annual
existence as G-d’s chosen people. Just as the
annual process of growth, harvest, and in-
gathering demonstrates the cycle of life, the
regalim reflect the annual cycle of our
relationship with Hashem. 
But it is deeper still. Rabbi Yaakov Weinberg
ZTZ”L explains that the regalim are not
commemorative of events past, but rather, are
meant to be annual experiences. Meaning,
each year during the designated regel we, as
a nation, re-experience the birth, maturity,
and utilization of our everlasting bond with
the Almighty. Moed means designated time.
Each moed is a time that is uniquely ripe to
realize the appropriate stage of our ongoing
relationship with G-d.
This yomtov, as we re- experience matan
torah without the comforts of community and
shul, it is particularly important to remain
focused on our connection to the broader
entity of klal yisroel and the unique and
special connection that we, as a nation, share
with G-d.  So, while we may not be farmers,
the lifecycle truths embedded in the
agricultural cycle remain as relevant as ever,
even as we peruse the produce aisle at Trader
Joes.
 

But I am not a Farmer!

by Rabbi Binyamin Silver
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Another
meal??

F R I D A Y  N I G H T
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LAKESIDE "I DO'S"
In the Land of Israel the Festival of Succot lasts for a majestic eight
days. The Festival of Pesach lasts for an almost-majestic seven days.
And the Festival of Shavuot lasts for just one day. It seems a little
paltry compared to the other two and yet the Festival of Shavuot
represents the absolute foundation of Judaism – the day that the Holy
Torah was given to the Jewish Nation.
Why would it be that this day which exemplifies everything that Judaism
stands for be encapsulated in just one day? And why is it that Shavuot
is a Festival that seems to be devoid of any real trappings? It’s true that
cheese-cake appears extensively on the Shavuot menu, but there is no
obligation to eat it (what a relief for the lactose-intolerant and the
cheese-cake intolerant!). Pesach and Succot, on the other hand, are
chock-a-block full of symbolism with special activities and special foods.
In Jewish philosophy numbers are very significant. The Maharal of
Prague, Rabbi Yehudah Loew, explains that the number seven
represents the natural world.
A number seven will always be connected to nature. The number eight,
on the other hand, represents something that is beyond the natural
world, something that belongs to the spiritual realms. With this in mind
we can understand why Succot lasts eight days, since it’s a time of
intense spirituality culminating in Simchat Torah and our expression of
love for G-d. But why would Pesach last for for only seven days? Why is
Pesach, the Festival of Freedom – the time that we commemorate all of
the super-natural miracles that God wrought for His Chosen Nation –
represented by the number seven? And, last of all, Shavuot, one of the
holiest and spiritually transcendent days of the year, is just one day.
Why? because Pesach does not finish when Pesach ends! The Festivals
are given to us to draw closer to G-d and to join together with Him in
such a way that we feel their influence throughout the entire year.

Pesach is the Festival of Freedom, but Pesach does not define for us
what freedom means. Freedom from what? Freedom for what?
Pesach is the beginning of a process that ends with Shavuot.
Shavuot, the Giving of the Torah – the defining moment in Jewish
history and theology. Of what use is freedom from slavery and
subjugation if that freedom is not harnessed to aspirations and goals
that will transform us into something better than we were? It
transpires that Pesach really does have eight days in a sense.
However, the eighth day — the culmination of everything that
Pesach truly represents — is seven weeks later on Shavuot. Shavuot
is the moment that we, the Jewish Nation, moved out of the physical
realms and into the spiritual ones instead. By accepting the Torah on
Sinai we declared our absolute allegiance to G-d. We took our oh-so-
precious, new-found freedom from Egyptand slavery and we
dedicated it to G-d. That is why there are no unique activities on
Shavuot that set it apart from the other Festvals. On Shavuot we
celebrate by learning G-d’s Torah. What could be more Heavenly than
that? We do not base the Festival around physical signs because to
do so would be too “seven-like” and would detract us from the very
essence of the day.
There is a famous children’s joke, “Why was six scared of seven?
Because seven eight (ate) nine”. The children think it’s hilarious and
the adults think that it’s ridiculous.
And I think that without Shavuot we would really have to be scared
of the number seven, scared of the tremendous power that
physicality has in the world and how it overwhelms and consumes us
so easily. But we don’t remain in the realm of seven. From Pesach
through Shavuot we push forward and metamorphose into the
number eight, leaving the physicality behind as we soar into the
spiritual spheres that contain nothing but ourselves and Our Father
in Heaven. Bliss. Pure bliss. Far, far more sublime than even the
tastiest cheese-cake in the world.

From the Ohr
Sameach Archives

 

WHY WAS SIX AFRAID OF

SEVEN?
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The last Yom
Tov meal
until Rosh
Hashana!

S H A B B O S  L U N C H
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More than being an ironic allusion to someone’s experiences, the
Gemora in Meseches Brachos (7b) teaches that one’s name
speaks in a very deep way to one’s potential and ultimate life path.  
Of course, we believe that Hashem grants us all free will. 
 Therefore, such statements regarding a person’s future speak to
what one can accomplish versus what he or she definitely will.  If
one understands that the Megilla is changing the name of Tov to
Ploni Almoni that is to say in this one decision he dramatically
changed his life’s path.
 
What about the heroine of the story?  Is there a deeper meaning to
her name?  Perhaps something which speaks to her kindness,
modesty, courage?  There are ample examples of all of these
admirable traits in the Megilla.  The previous line in the
aforementioned gemora explains that the deeper meaning of Rus’
name is that Dovid, who saturated (rivah) Hashem with songs and
praises, descended from her.  It is true that she was the ancestor
of Dovid Hamelech, and that is quite a credit to her.  
 
Even so, is there nothing to say about her as an individual?  Why
would her name be an expression not of her, but her descendant?
What was the key to Dovid’s composition of Tehillim, a work upon
which we draw to this day for countless ways to express our
thanks, pleas, and so many other communications and
connections to Hashem?  With the Divine inspiration with which he
was blessed, Dovid was able to express a depth of feeling towards
Hashem in so many different contexts, whether it be immense
gratitude, extreme grief, or terrible fear.  Many of us can connect to
Hashem in a meaningful way in one of the above emotional paths,
but each of them?  That would be quite the accomplishment. 
 Dovid was capable of achieving this with remarkable depth of
expression and inspiration.  From where did this come?  From
whom did he inherit such a spiritual range and depth?  The
gemora is teaching us that he inherited this from Rus, who had the
spiritual wherewithal to make the greatest of sacrifices for her
mother in law, being ready to live a life of poverty while still
keeping her personal dignity, all while dedicating herself to the
fundamental truth of Judaism.  She could have received a name
which brought out one or another of the  character traits upon
which she would draw, but the name she received did much more
than that.  By emphasizing the remarkably broad individual who
descended from her, we are saying that her spiritual strength ran
the range of all emotions and experiences.
 
 Article continues on the following page...
 
 

 
Personally, I find myself fascinated every year by the
name Ploni Almoni.  This is the name by which the Megilla
addresses the individual who was a closer relation to Rus’
deceased father in law Elimelech than was Boaz.  After
Boaz is convinced a member of the family should marry
Rus, he approaches the closest living relative, who should
have the merit and right to marry Rus.  This person
declines to do so, out of concern for his inheritance, which
many commentaries understand as being a concern that
people will not want to marry his descendants after he
would participate in the controversial marriage with Rus, a
Moavite.  Was his name Ploni Almoni?  Rashi explains that
was not the case.  Rather, because he declined to do this
act the Megilla does not want to shame him, and therefore
declines to state his name.  The name Ploni can be
understood to be a language of concealment, and Almoni
can be a language of being alone, thereby Ploni Almoni
meaning the man whose name is hidden and is left without
a name.  
 
There is a related approach in the commentaries.  It suggests
that the Megilla is giving the man who could have been the
redeemer a new name, and that is Ploni Almoni.  It is not that
we are concealing his name, rather his new essence is as a
nonentity.  Life is full of opportunities.  He could have risen to
the occasion, seen the greatness in Rus, honored her good
deeds, brought comfort to Naami, honored the memories of
Elimelech and his sons, and, though unbeknownst to him at the
time, might have partnered with Rus to begin the family that
ultimately would bear the Davidic line and the Mashiach.  He
missed the opportunity.  He made himself nondescript.  This
perspective is particularly striking when one thinks of the verse
in the Megilla (3, 13)  that, if read in a certain way, would imply
that the redeemer’s actual name was Tov, meaning good.  He
was a good man.  He had accomplished much in his life.  His
next move could have been his crowning achievement.  Now
that he declines to marry Rus, he is doomed to being seen for
all history as a person who did not accomplish.

 

LEARNING ABOUT THE PAST
BY LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

THOUGHTS  ON  MEGILLAS  RUS  AND  Y IZKOR

BY  RABB I  DOV ID  ROSENBAUM

There is much made of different names in

Megillas Rus.  Naami, whose name connotes

pleasantness,  comments that a more

appropriate name for her would be Marah,

connoting bitterness.  Her sons, who both

pass relatively young, are named Machlon

and Chilyon, connoting illness and

destruction, respectively.
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So many of us recited Yizkor today.  Today is a day to
think about loved ones who are no longer with us.
 
We daven to Hashem that they should be
remembered positively in Heaven.  What we are really
requesting is that their good deeds and positive
impact on the World should be remembered, and they
should be judged favorably through them.  Doesn’t
Hashem know what their positive deeds were? 
 Surely they haven’t done more mitzvos since the last
time their relatives said Yizkor.  One approach would
be that we are asking Hashem to look at the deeds of
their descendants, and so many others whose lives
they touched, and judge the deceased favorably
based on the recent actions of those they impacted. 
 Dovid Hamelech was able to author Tehillim because
he descended from Rus.  Surely there are many such
examples through the history of our people, whether
or not they involve famous individuals.
 
This Yom Tov we have a bit more time for reflection
than we might on others.  Many of us are used to
getting together with family or friends for large meals.  
Is there really time for quiet reflection about loved
ones who have passed?  Perhaps it behooves us this
Yom Tov, more than other times, to sit and think, or
discuss with a spouse or other family members, how
much who we are today is impacted by the decisions,
actions, and character of loved ones who are no
longer with us.  Even among those of us who didn’t
say Yizkor today, almost all have a deceased
grandparent or great grandparent who they knew
about whom it would be worthwhile to reflect. 
 Imagine the nachas so many of us must be bringing
to their neshamos by being who we are, which is very
much a reflection of who they were.
 

 

LEARNING ABOUT THE PAST
BY LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

THOUGHTS  ON  MEGILLAS  RUS  AND  Y IZKOR

BY  RABB I  DOV ID  ROSENBAUM
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TEST YOUR MEGILLAS
RUS KNOWLEDGE

  
Into what did Boaz tell Ruth to dip her
bread?

10

 
Why is Elimelech's brother referred to as
Ploni Almoni and not by his 
real name?
 

 
List as many reasons as you can why we
read the Megillah of Ruth on 
Shavuos!
 

 
1. The Prophet Samuel (Bava Batra 14b).
2. During the era of the Shoftim, the Judges.  Boaz was the shofet at the 
time (1:1).
3. Elimelech. (1:2).
4. Mara (1:20).
5. He was her husband's brother's son. (2:1, Rashi).
6. Vinegar (2:14).
7. Since he didn't want to redeem his brother's property and thereby 
discharge his family duty (Rashi 4:1).
8. With a shoe (according to the Targum, a glove) (4:8).
9. Like Rachel and Leah (4:11).
10. She was his great-grandmother:  Ruth, Oved, Yishai, David (4:22).
 

 

Answer to Bonus Question
 

Here are seven reasons why we read the Megillah of Ruth on Shavuos:
1. The events occurred during the harvest season.  Shavuos is the harvest
festival.
2. Ruth was a convert to Judaism.  Conversion is an individual Kabbalas
HaTorah.
3. Ruth the Moabite was permitted to marry Boaz, based on a drasha (a
teaching of the Oral Law) of the verse, "A Moabite may not marry into
the Congregation of Hashem" (Devarim 23:4).  This hints at the unity
between the Written Torah and the Oral Torah.
4. David Hamelech was born on Shavuos.  The Megillah of Ruth concludes with
David's lineage.
5. To teach the greatness of gemillus chassadim -- acts of loving-kindness.
6. To teach that the Torah is acquired only through affliction and poverty.
7. The name "Ruth" has the numerical value of 606.  At Har Sinai the Jewish
People accepted 606 mitzvos, in addition to the 7 Noachide Laws which
were incumbent upon them already.

 
After she returned from Moav, by what
name did Naomi ask to be called?

 
During which historical period did the
events of the Megillah of Rus  occur?

 
With what object did Boaz redeem
Elimelech's property?

 
The people and the elders blessed Ruth
that she should be like whom?

BONUS

Answer Key

1
2
3
4
5

6
 
Who wrote the Book of Rus?

 
How was Boaz related to Naomi?

 
Who was Naomi's husband?

7
8
9

 
What was Ruth's relationship to King David?
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Slumberland 
This is a world of slumber.

Some sleep the sleep of centuries,
Some sleep their lives awake,

Some sleep with hollow
frightened eyes

that see no Reason,
no Hand, no Fate.

 
But one man never slumbers -

The Sweet 'n' Singing King.
When the midnight Northern Winds

caress the harp-strings,
He will rouse his tired limbs,

and coax the song
that will awaken Eternity.

 

From Ohr Sameach International Based on Time Pieces by Rabbi Aharon Lopiansky
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Take a census of the entire assembly of the Children of Yisrael according to their families,

according to their fathers’ household, by number of the names, every male according to

their families’ head count.

This does seem to be a long-winded way of saying, “Count the Jews.” The useful

information that this census supplied was the strength of the “entire assembly,” or how

many people could be called upon to further the spiritual work of the Jewish people. Why

does the pasuk – and so many repetitions of it – take so long to get there?

The Torah here comments on the birth of nations in general, and the Jewish nation in

particular. Our pasuk describles the process whereby a collection of people becomes a

nation.

Some people might see much ado about nothing in this. If people decide to call themselves

a nation for any reason at all, who is going to stop them? Yet calling yourself a nation does

not a nation make. People can deceive themselves into thinking that they have become

some important entity, when they are nothing more than a collection of unrelated souls

hiding behind a noun. Others might see coming together in response to a particular

language, or anthem, or flag as evidence of nationhood. Yet if the ties that bind be so

superficial and unimportant as that, any pretense to nationhood can unravel quickly.

The Jewish nation is called Bnei Yisrael – literally, the children of Yaakov Avinu. They were

Bnei Yisrael when they were no more than twelve brothers, and they remain Bnei Yisrael

when their ranks swell into the millions. Ultimately, they are a nation because they

subscribe to a single mission statement, the ideals for which Yaakov lived and labored. The

Torah nation cannot be simply a portion of mankind that happened to find themselves

sharing a past history. Something real and substantial must hold them together.

Becoming part of that entity, though, is not simply a matter of identification with a set of

goals. The Torah nation comes into being as a result of two simpler forms of aggregation.

People must first become “families,” and those families become “fathers’ households.”

(This last phrase certainly denotes what we call “tribes.”) The tribes come together as a

nation. The point of our pasuk is that even after they associate on the national level, the

simpler forms of connection remain not only valid, but crucial.

These levels of identification underscore the richness and diversity within Klal Yisrael.

People are not all made of the same cloth. Diversity brings many advantages and

blessings, but we can ignore all of them and still find purpose in the Torah’s showcasing it

in our pasuk, in the first census. In shaping the contours of a Jewish nation, the Torah

broadcasts to the world what kind of people can be touched by its message. If diversity

would not be Jewish feature, Torah could be written off by many. They would not have to

reject it, but merely see it as relevant only to a given sub-community, or a special

background, or a particular interest group. Torah, they would be able to argue, only suits

those who possess those particular traits and characteristics. The Torah banishes such

thoughts by including under its banner all sorts of differences – the outgrowths of so

many different tribes and families. By stressing that the Jewish nation is built from many

very different components, the Torah announces itself as relevant to all.

In fact, the Torah takes this principle further. People were counted through each person

handing over his half-shekel, and proclaiming his name along with his family and tribal

affiliations. Each individual, therefore, had to assert his value as an individual. The nation

would be built by making use of the unique talents and capabilities of each person. Every

man would have a contribution to make, and no two contributions would ever be identical.

It was to be a nation that celebrated difference, rather than repressed it.

 

E Pluribus
Pluribus 
by: Rabbi Yitzchak Adlerstein*

*Based on the writings of Rav Hirsch YISE SHAVUOS COMPANION | 37  
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