Erasing Amalek: Remembering and Removing Amalek in Our Times
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Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua, “Pick some troops for us,
and go out and do battle with Amalek. Tomorrow I will station myself on the top of the hill, with
the rod of G-d in my hand.” Joshua did as Moses told him and fought with Amalek, while Moses,
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. Then, whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel
prevailed; but whenever he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses’ hands grew heavy;
so they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur, one on each side,
supported his hands; thus his hands remained steady until the sun set. And Joshua overwhelmed the
people of Amalek with the sword. Then Hashem said to Moses, “Inscribe this in a document as a
reminder, and read it aloud to Joshua: I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under
heaven!” And Moses built an altar and named it Adonai-nissi. He said, “It means, ‘Hand upon the
throne of Hashem!’, Hashem will be at war with Amalek throughout the ages.”
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Remember what Amalek did to you on your journey, after you left Egypt— how, undeterred by fear
of G-d, he surprised you on the march, when you were famished and weary, and cut down all the
stragglers in your rear. Therefore, when your G-d grants you safety from all your enemies around
you, in the land that your G-d is giving you as a hereditary portion, you shall blot out the memory
of Amalek from under heaven. Do not forget!
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Amalek is the inheritor and fulfiller of that view of life which sees the power of ruling as the only
yardstick for the greatness and dignity of human beings, which worships the strengthening of the
power of rulership and does not tolerate any harm to it, even in the form of admiration towards
another ruler. This view of life tolerates nothing but what it must fear, or what he can despise. In an
instinctive spirit it hates everything it has to respect without being afraid of it, because it feels that
by this respectful attitude it is cutting it’s own existence. It hates any idea of a superior power that
anyone can worship and approach, that celebrates its victories not by destruction and extinction, but
by elevating everything, as much as possible, to equal degree...
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Jacob was left alone. And a figure wrestled with him until the break of dawn. When he saw that he
had not prevailed against him, he wrenched Jacob’s hip at its socket, so that the socket of his hip
was strained as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for dawn is breaking.” But he
answered, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” Said the other, “What is your name?”” He
replied, “Jacob.” Said he, “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with
beings divine and human, and have prevailed.” Jacob asked, “Pray tell me your name.” But he said,
“You must not ask my name!” And he took leave of him there. So Jacob named the place Peniel,
meaning, “I have seen a divine being face to face, yet my life has been preserved.” The sun rose
upon him as he passed Penuel, limping on his hip.
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They say, “Let us wipe them out as a nation; Israel’s name will be mentioned no more.” Unanimous
in their counsel, they have made an alliance against You.
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What is different about tekhelet from all other types of colors such that it was chosen for the mitzva
of ritual fringes? It is because tekhelet is similar in its color to the sea, and the sea is similar to the
sky, and the sky is similar to the Throne of Glory.
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Did the hands of Moshe make war when he raised them or break war when he lowered them? Rather,
the verse comes to tell you that as long as the Jewish people turned their eyes upward and subjected
their hearts to their Father in Heaven, they prevailed, but if not, they fell.
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The glory of Hashem will endure forever; Hashem will rejoice in His works. The Name of Hashem
will be blessed from now forever. From the rising of the sun to its setting, praised is the Name of
Hashem. High above all nations is Hashem, above the heavens is His glory. Hashem, Your Name
is forever, Hashem, Your Mention is for generations. Hashem has established His throne in heaven,
[but] His dominion rules over all. The heavens will rejoice, the earth will exult, and they will
proclaim among the nations: Hashem has begun His reign. Hashem is King, Hashem was King;
Hashem will be King forever and ever.” Hashem will reign for all eternity [when] nations have
perished from His earth. Hashem annuls the counsel of nations, He disrupts the intention of peoples.
Many thoughts are in the heart of man, but [only] Hashem’s counsel will endure. The counsel of
Hashem will stand forever, the thoughts of His heart throughout all generations. For He spoke and
it came to be; He commanded and it stood. For Hashem has chosen Zion; He desired it for His
dwelling place. For G-d chose Jacob to be His, Israel for His treasure. For Hashem will not cast off
His people, and His inheritance, He will not abandon. And He, the Merciful One, atones iniquity;
and does not destroy. He frequently withdraws His anger and does not arouse all His rage. Hashem,
deliver [us!] The King will answer us on the day we call.
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